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If you can imagine 464 women 
seated inside a convention center with 
a few of their best friends and sixty 
handsome cowboys serving beverages 
and lunch then you must be at the 
Annual Cowboy Museum Cowgirl 
Luncheon.  Wednesday, 
April 8, will mark the 
14th Anniversary of this 
successful fundraiser 
sponsored by the Oakdale 
Cowboy Museum.  The 
first event was held in the 
courtyard right outside 
the Cowboy Museum 
and 80 ladies enjoyed 
an outdoor lunch.  
The popularity of the 
luncheon, which helps 
kick off the Oakdale 
Rodeo, is also a spring 
fundraiser for the Cowboy Museum.

Returning sponsors this year are: 
7-up Bottling Company & Noah’s 
Water, American AgCredit, Century 21 

M&M & Associates, Grocery Outlet, 
and Jim & Terry Wheatley. Other 
sponsors are:  Oak Valley Community 
Bank, Diamond Bar Arena, Golden 
State Auction & Announcing Co., 
and Lodi Chrysler Dodge Jeep RAM 

Dealership.  For the 
shopping pleasure of 
our guests, we’re proud 
to invite back Shelley’s 
Western Creations, 
Conlin Supply, Le 
Boucherie Salon & 
Boutique, and Cowboy 
Toffee.  We’d like to 
welcome our newest 
exhibitor Sonora Boots, 
whose products can be 
found at Bucksworth 
Western Wear. 

 Doors open at 10:30am. 
Lunch is served at 12:00 noon.  There 
will be a raffle, door prizes and a live 
auction. 

Champagne Toast for the Cowgirls

Cowboy Museum Director Pat Taylor 
has been invited to speak as part of the 
Angels Camp Museum Lecture Series on 
Sunday, April 19, from 2pm-3pm.  The 
topic will be on “Cowboys and Their 
Ranches: Cattle Brands.”

 Pat has been with the Bureau of 
Livestock Identification for 26 years, 12 
years supervising inspectors and over 14 
years recording brands. He was raised on 
a ranch and worked on several ranches 
before working with the Bureau. Pat 
will speak about the history of the brand 
department, why ranchers brand their 
cattle and why brands are so important to 
the livestock industry.  One of the topics 
that everyone wants to know about is 
cattle rustling and Pat has some unique 
stories to share. 

 The Angels Camp Museum Foundation 
hosts the lectures as a benefit to Museum 
members. “These lectures are some of 
the most valuable programs that highlight 

the amazing local community members 
and innovative businesses in Calaveras 
County. From ranching and farming, 
to mining and geology, to the varied 
cultural influences, to local authors on 
women in the Gold Rush or olives in 
California’s gold country” said Kimberly 
Arth, Museum Director.  The lecture will 
be held in the Museum’s Carriage House. 
Light refreshments begin at 1:30 p.m. 
Cost: Free for Members of the Angeles 
Camp Museum and $10 non-members. 
Contact (209) 736-2963 for more 
information.

Angels Camp Museum Lecture SeriesThe Original Cowboy 
Capital of the World

There has been a lot of talk lately about 
the authenticity of Oakdale’s slogan, 
“The Cowboy Capital of the World.”  
Bandera, TX says, they’re the Cowboy 
Capital of the World as they embrace 
the western lifestyle through their 
historic cattle drives, many cowboy 
guest and dude ranches and those great 
Texas honky tonks.  Stephenville, TX 
also claims to be the “Cowboy Capital 
of the World.”  There is no doubt about 
it; Stephenville is the home of many 
champion rodeo cowboys, including 
some of the best of California’s Central 
Valley cowboys who have taken up 
residence there.   While Oakdale has 
changed over the years you can’t 
argue with history.  A quick visit to the 
Oakdale Cowboy Museum will remove 
any doubt. From John Bowman’s 
World Champion All Around Saddle 
to Ted Nuce’s 1985 World Champion 
Bull Rider Chaps and everything in 
between, it’s all documented.  Local 
ranches offered work for cowboys and 
Oakdale was a great place to hang your 
hat.  Spurs jingled in grocery stores, the 
post office, Chris’ Corral and the H-B. 
Oakdale was indeed a cowboy town — 
the West at its Best!  There was work on 
area ranches during the week, a jackpot 
roping every night and a rodeo on the 
weekend.

As we get ready to celebrate the 64th 
Annual Oakdale Rodeo and welcome 
our top rodeo contestants and the many 
guests that will converge in our City, 
we also celebrate our pride as Oakdale 
residents. There are other cow towns in 
the west, and others that claim the title, 
but none with the history and hearts of 
the community like Oakdale!  We have 
truly earned the right to be the Cowboy 
Capital of the World. 





Museum Staff:
Executive Director: Christie Camarillo
Museum Assistant: Lindsey Giles & Karen Serpa

Phone: (209) 847-7049

www.oakdalecowboymuseum.org

Back at the Ranch
Oakdale Cowboy Museum

355 East “F” Street
Oakdale, CA. 95361

Cowboy Museum Directors: 
Dave Brown, Cal Cadmus, Dan Holman, Jacob Lynn, 
Chuck Lyons, Liz Mount, Doug Murdock, Pat Taylor, 
Clarie Telles, Jean Western-Cole


